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The Wonderful Century : Its Successes and Failures. By Alfred 

Russel Wallace. 8vo. London : Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 

1898. Pp. 400, twelve diagrams, portrait. 

This is an interesting appreciation of the successes and failures 
of the nineteenth century by an illustrious veteran who has spent 
his life in the service of science and his fellow-men. Railways, 
steamships, electric telegraphs, the telephone, lucifer matches, gas 
illumination, electric lighting, photography, the phonograph, Ront- 
gen rays, spectrum analysis, anaesthetics, antiseptics, the theory of 
the conservation of energy, the molecular theory of gases, the meas- 
urement of the velocity of light and the earth's rotation, the uses 
of dust, the principle of chemical combination in definite propor- 
tions, the study of meteors and the meteoritic theory, the study 
of the glacial epoch, the discovery of the antiquity of man, the 
establishment of the idea of organic evolution, the cell-theory and 
the foundation of embryology, the germ-theory of disease and the 
discovery of the function of leucocytes, — these are the achieve- 
ments of the nineteenth century in science and its applications. 
The author contrasts them with what was gained in all preceding 
ages, so as to justify his title, " The Wonderful Century." 

On the other hand, there are failures, — the neglect of phrenology, 
the depreciation of hypnotism and psychical research, the delusion 
of vaccination, the failure to perceive the fallacy of militarism, 
competitive individualism, and earth-plunder. The general con- 
clusion is that the material and intellectual advance has been un- 
precedented, but that ethical and social development has not kept 
pace with this. 

J. A. T. 

Neo-Malthusianism : An Inquiry into that System with Regard to 
its Economy and Morality. By R. Ussher. 8vo. London : 
Gibbings & Co., 1898. Pp. 325. 

This book is intended to show that recourse to Neo-Malthusian 
methods is morally and economically pernicious. It is argued that 
the counsels of the Neo-Malthusians tend to reduce marriage to 
monogamic prostitution, by suggesting a method whereby the 
sexual passions may be indulged irresponsibly as far as the possi- 
bility of progeny is concerned. It is also argued that the methods 
are economically fallacious, since they do not touch the social evils 
which have led to their adoption. Raise the moral ideals of con- 
trol, chivalry, and chastity ; let the human character have a chance 
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to develop into its rightful supremacy over the animal instincts ; 
press on with economic reforms, and the morbid practices of the 
Neo-Malthusians will cease to find even an excuse : this is the au- 
thor's position. But does not this solution seem very far off, while 
our problem is one of to-day ? We agree with the author that the 
Neo-Malthusian suggestions may lead to even worse evils than those 
which they are intended to obviate, and we distrust any solution 
which does not rest upon slow organic changes of constitution and 
character. On the other hand, for particular cases we see at 
present no solution but the pis alter of Neo-Malthusianism. We 
doubt if the author has quite realized that there are many Neo- 
Malthusians whose appreciation of the sanctity of marriage, the 
responsibility of parentage, and the fundamental, ethical, and 
social importance of the family, is quite as strong and clear as his. 
Neo-Malthusian methods, may become loop-holes for lasciviousness ; 
but so may the most conventional marriages. It appears to us 
certain that there are many cases where it is in every conceivable 
way better for a married couple not to have more than two or three 
children, and we cannot believe that this restriction can be attained 
by continence except in a very small percentage of cases. Neo- 
Malthusian methods may lead to an abyss of immorality, but they 
may also be consistent with and conducive to a high-toned morality, 
— everything depending upon the ethical pitch of the whole life. 

J. A. Thomson. 
Edinburgh. 

Studies in Little Known Subjects. By C. E. Plumptre. Lon- 
don : Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 1898. 

This book is a reprint of various Essays that Mr. Plumptre has 
published during the last thirteen years. The Essays are quite de- 
tached. The author divides them into Studies in Times Past and 
Studies in Times Present. The best Essays in the first division are 
the two upon Bruno. The writer is very appreciative of the great 
Italian philosopher, and very severe upon a Scottish reviewer who 
had devoted two articles in the Scottish Review of 1888 to an on- 
slaught upon Bruno. Mr. Plumptre, however, does not manage to 
throw any fresh light on Bruno's philosophy. He deals rather 
with Bruno as a man. The position of Plumptre in this respect 
seems good as against that of the Scottish reviewer who represents 
Bruno as a worthless "creature." The Essays in the second part 
deal with more popular subjects, such as the Progress of Japan, 



